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Curriculum Vitae 

 

The Pennsylvania State University  Ph. D 2014  Ecology 

The University of Minnesota   M.S. 1999  Conservation Biology 

The Pennsylvania State University  B.A. 1990  General Arts and Sciences 

 

Employment   
Senior Research Support Associate, 2000 – Present (The Pennsylvania State University) 

 Run the root ecology laboratories and field research sites of Dr. David Eissenstat 

 Manage multiple research grants, oversee graduate and undergraduate research activities, 

and operate/maintain sensitive laboratory equipment 

 Conduct research investigating  tree root physiology and nutrient availability both                                            

domestically and  internationally (Greenland, Poland, Italy, Spain, and Canada) 

 Interpret data and write scientific manuscripts, assist with grant proposal preparation, and 

present findings at scientific conferences 

 Manage and maintain the scientific equipment associated with the Deployable 

Energy and Environmental Sustainability Laboratory (DEESL) 

 Served on the University Staff Advisory Committee (USAC) and College of 

Agriculture’s Staff Advisory Committee to the Dean  

Environmental Research Statistician, 1999 - 2000 (The Maryland Department of Natural Resources) 

 Collected, analyzed, and interpreted Chesapeake Bay water quality data 

 Created and presented reports and graphical summaries for various audiences 

 Served as Quality Assurance and Quality Control Officer for field sampling crews 

working on the Horseshoe Crab survey, the Striped Bass survey, the Chester River 

Biological Indicators survey, and the Toxic Sediment survey  

Laboratory Technician, 1998 - 1999 (The University of Minnesota) 

 Ran the limnological laboratory of Dr. Robert Sterner 

 Conducted research involving aquatic ecology and oversaw student research activities 

 Conducted field research on Lake Superior and at the Experimental Lakes Area, Canada  
   

 

Teaching 

Guest Lecturer, 2010 – Present (The Pennsylvania State University) 

 Ecology of Plant Roots (HORT 517) 

 Present multiple lectures per semester on the role of root defense in root ecology 

Teaching Assistant, 2000 – Present (The Pennsylvania State University) 

 Modern Techniques and Concepts in Plant Ecophysiology (PLBIO 514) 

 Train and oversee graduate teaching assistants, prepare laboratory equipment, raise study 

plants, and assure the laboratory sessions run smoothly 

Bay Grasses for Classes Instructor, 1999 – 2000 (Maryland Department of Natural Resources) 

 Presented information to local middle school students on the ecological value of 

native aquatic plants to the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem 

 Worked with students to raise aquatic plants in the classroom and replant them in 

the Chesapeake Bay 



Teaching Assistant 1995 – 1998 (The University of Minnesota, General Biology Department) 

 Instructed and prepared biweekly biology laboratories for three laboratory sections 

 Worked with faculty to create and deliver multimedia computer based biology lectures 

 Received  “1996 Outstanding Teaching Assistant” award from student nominations  
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